Message

From: Bishlawi, Randa [Bishlawi.Randa@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/29/2021 8:50:28 PM

To: Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Harris, Michael [harris.michael@epa.gov]; Bauer, Candice
[bauer.candice@epa.gov]; Fong, Tera [Fong.Tera@epa.gov]

CC: DiCosmo, Nefertiti [dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Release: Communities in lead exceedance accelerate work to remove lead from drinking water

FYI - Michigan press release below.
-Randa

From: Murphy, Elizabeth <Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 3:30 PM

To: DiCosmo, Nefertiti <dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov>; Bishlawi, Randa <Bishlawi.Randa@epa.gov>

Cc: Wilson, Jennifer <wilson.jenniferA@epa.gov>; Wormbly, Dorothy <wormbly.dorothy@epa.gov>; Girouard, Taylor
<Girouard.Taylor@epa.gov>; Adamiec, James <Adamiec.James@epa.gov>; Anderson, Victoria
<Anderson.Victoria@epa.gov>; Huff, Naomi <Huff.Naomi@epa.gov>; Moody, Jonathan <moody.jonathan@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Release: Communities in lead exceedance accelerate work to remove lead from drinking water

Interesting article forwarded from the GWDW. Michigan has put out a press release regarding their more stringent LCR
standard / testing and named several communities in the State with ALEs.

FYl

Thank you,
Beth Murphy

Elizabeth W. Murphy, MPH
(she/her/hers)

Chief, Section 3

Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch
US Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd.

Mail Code ECW-15J

Chicago, IL 60604-3590

Murphy Elizabeth@epa. gov

phone: (312) 353-4227
1-800-621-8431 x 34227

fax: (312) 980-8745

Report Environmental Violations hiips://www epapovienforcement/report-environmentsl-violation-general-
informe

From: Bosscher, Valerie <bosscher.valerie@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 3:05 PM

To: Blazey, Samuel <Blazey.Samuel@epa.gov>; Bauer, Candice <bauer.candice@epa.gov>; Porter, Andrea
<porter.andrea@epa.gov>; Murphy, Elizabeth <Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Release: Communities in lead exceedance accelerate work to remove lead from drinking water

In case you haven'’t seen this. Mentions several Ml CWS and actions being taken

ED_006324A_00002494-00001



—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Mi Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy <EGLE@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 29, 2021, 10:06 AM

Subject: Release: Communities in lead exceedance accelerate work to remove lead from drinking water
To:

hare or view as 3 webpage | Lindats wreference

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
QOctober 29, 2021
EGLE Media Office, EGLE-Assisi@Michigan.gov, 517-284-9278

Michigan’s new lead standard accelerates work to remove
sources of lead from drinking water

Several more communities exceed new, more protective standard, speeding up
responses and lead line replacement

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great L.akes, and Energy (EGLE) today announced that the state’s most-
protective-in-the-nation Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) is yielding valuable data that will help communities throughout
the state get lead out of drinking water.

In addition to EGLE’s ongoing work to assist the City of Benton Harbor reduce lead levels in the municipal water
systermn, EGLE this month engaged in compliance discussions with several other Michigan communities that have
tested above water quality standards for lead. EGLE expects to see additional exceedances of the LCR, which was
adopted by the legislature in 2018.

“The new rule requires communities to test the fifth liter of water drawn from a tap in addition to the first liter to more
accurately measure lead in water held in lead service lines outside the home as well as the water sitting in fixtures
inside the home,” said Eric Oswald, director of EGLE’s Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
(DWEHD). “Of those two samples, the one with the highest lead level is then used to calculate that community’s
90%-percentile sample — the state criteria for exceedances.”

Exceedances occur when the water sample representing the 90"-highest percentile is above the state action
threshold of 15 parts per billion (ppb) of lead in a sampling period. For example, if 60 samples are collected, the
54h-highest sample is used to determine the 30 percentile value. The 15 ppb limit is known as the action level.

Under the LCR, any community water system exceeding 15 ppb for the 90" percentile is required to immediately
notify water customers of the testing results and take action to reduce lead in the drinking water system.
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In addition to immediate actions to improve water system operations to reduce lead exposures, a key requirement of
the LCR is the removal of all lead service line infrastructure in the state. Water systems are required to prioritize
lead service lines for removal, replace the entire line from the water main to the residence at no cost to residents
and to complete a service line material inventory by 2025 so EGLE can track compliance with the rule.

Communities with exceedances of the 15 ppb action level have additional requirements, including accelerated lead
service line replacement from 5% of a system’s lines to 7% of a system’s lead service lines if corrosion control
treatment is in place, alerting all water system customers of the exceedance, increasing the number and frequency
of lead testing, and establishing corrosion control treatment (if not already established) to minimize lead that leaches
from service lines and plumbing fixtures.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), in partnership with local government and
health departments, has developed and is implementing public health actions in response to lead action level

exceedances throughout the state. Within Wayne, Manchester and Hamtramck specifically, public health actions will
include:

o Distribution of certified lead reducing filters and replacements (in conjunction with filter usage and
maintenance education efforts)

e Surveillance of child and adult blood lead data

» Use of nurse case management practices on identified children with elevated lead in blood
e Conduction of tap water testing within these communities

» Home lead investigations to identify other lead sources within the community, and

» Health Education and Community Outreach — in conjunction with area partnering agencies, conduct targeted
heath education and community outreach to help families protect themselves from lead hazards

Communities with recent lead exceedances include:

¢ City of Hamtramck, with a 90" percentile value of 17 parts per billion (ppb), above the 15-ppb federal action
level

o City of Wayne, with a 90" percentile value of 16

¢ City of Manchester with an 90" percentile value of 31

e Mills Township with a 90" percentile value of 20

o Lakeside Apartments (Oakland County) with a 90" percentile value of 18

e Cedar Hill Assisted Living (Delta County) with a 90" percentile value of 49

e L’Arbre Croche Club (Emmett County) with a 90" percentile value of 17
The state has also accelerated a massive support and assistance effort in Benton Harbor, where high lead levels in
the aging drinking water system have triggered three consecutive years of exceedances. Samples from the most

recent Benton Harbor 6-month sampling period are being collected and will be made public once they have
undergone official review.

Over the last year Michigan has secured $207 million as part of the MI Clean Water plan for lead service line
replacement, infrastructure upgrades and water system improvements to help reduce and eventually eliminate lead
in Michiganders’ drinking water.
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help communities solve them is a positive step toward protecting public health.

“Like EGLE, safe water is our most important mission,” Nash said. “When one of our Oakland County communities
with issues of water affordability tested above the lead standard last year, we started a process of expedited lead
line removal. To remove lead lines with minimum impact on rate payers we sought state and county help. We have
now received a $3 million refundable state loan and are working on a grant from the county to help with other costs.
We are expecting to replace all the lead lines in the next two years.”

For more information, visit the Mi Laad Safe page, which includes information on Banton Harbor bottled water
gistribution.

Hitt

HiHH

EGLE COVID-19 RESPONSE: For details on EGLE's work during the pandemic, visit this webpage.
Follow state guidelines at Michigan gov/Coronavirus.

please update your preferences here:
Manage Preferences | Help

Need further assistance?
Contact Us | Provide Feedback
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